'It's in the nature of men': women's perception of risk for HIV/AIDS in Chiang Mai, Thailand.
The paper examines the context of women's risk for HIV by assessing men's and women's sexual behaviour, attitudes towards sex work, and perception of risk for HIV in the city of Chiang Mai, Thailand. The findings are based on data collected in the mid-1990s, at the height of the epidemic. A range of significant issues were highlighted by the men and women who participated in this study. First, some men continued to have unsafe sex with sex workers. Second, fear of HIV motivated men to seek out friends and acquaintances instead of sex workers for sexual encounters because they were considered 'safe' from infection. Third, women in this study were largely unaware of this expansion of the sexual network beyond the sex work itself. Lastly, women's sexuality was largely unrecognized in public health responses, or by the male and female participants, leaving them at risk for HIV.